Who  Packed 
the  Fun? 


AUG  19 


CANALHa 


You  provide  the  time  and  we'll  provide  any  one  of  seven  adventures;  they  are  packed  and  ready  to  go. 
Several  packs  are  available... 


rS . . . v^ith  a rainbow 
colors  in  one  hand  and  a guide  to 
^ wildflowers  in  the  other,  identifying  the 
wildflowers  in  the  park  is  like  discovering  a 
j\  pot  of  gold  at  the  end  of  the  rainbow!  You 
even  get  your  very  own  wildflower  book  to 
keep  at  the  end  of  your  adventure. 

Tree  Cheers...  will  introduce  you  to 

some  of  the  common  trees  of  the  park.  An  activity 
will  also  challenge  you  to  discover  how  different 
animals  use  trees.  A pamphlet  with  helpful  hints 
for  trees  identification  is  yours  to  keep. 


Animal  Signs... 

as  a group  of  detectives,  your  task 
is  to  search  out  and  identify  some 
of  the  evidence  animals  leave 
behind. 


Senserobics..  .will  help  you  discover  the 

smells,  sounds,  colors,  shapes,  and  textures  in 
Switzer  Park.  The  pack  provides  some  fun 
activities  that  will  "senercise"  your  touch,  smell, 
sight,  and  hearing. 


Life  in  the  Understory.. 

become  an  official  understory 
scientist.  With  your  imaginary  white  ‘ 
lab  coat,  your  poorer  and  shovel 
(contained  in  your  pack),  you'll  explore 
three  different  environments.  An  I.D. 
pamphlet  is  included  to  introduce  you  to 
any  basement  dwellers  you  may  discover  during 
your  scientific  research. 


irds  . . . there  is  a tremendous 
variety  of  birds  which  live  in  the  park. 
Each  kind  is  a certain  size,  shape,  and  color. 
A guide  book  and  binoculars  are  packed  to  help 
your  expedition. 

the  Wildlife  Viewing  pack... 

we've  highlighted  areas  in  the  park  that  are 
especially  good  for  wildlife  viewing;  maps,  guide 
books,  and  binoculars  are  provided.  You  can  make 
this  one  a full  day  adventure,  looking  for  birds, 
mammals,  flowers  and  any  other  feature  you  can 
find.  Cast  your  very  own  animal  tracks  if  you  like! 

*Due  to  the  value  of  goodies  in  this  pack,  park  staff  will 
request  a drivers  license  or  credit  card  imprint  to  be  left  with 
us  while  we  loan  out  the  pack. 


These  packs  are  available  from  the  Gregg  Lake  campground  booth  during  the  summer  months  (May  - August) 

in  the  off  season  ask  at  the  park  office. 


Environmental  protection  staff  work  hard  every 
day  to  ensure  the  natural  heritage  of  William  A. 
Switzer  Provincial  Park  is  protected  and 
maintained  for  future  generations. 


They  also  believe  in  providing  a safe  and  secure- 
wilderness  experience  for  visitors. 


the  Scenes 


Take  a peek  , behind  the  scenes  of  the 
varied  jobs  many  of  the  park  staff 
perform  ...... 


Behind  the  scenes  they  perform  a wide  variety  of 
administrative  tasks,  build  trails,  develop  and 
place  interpretive  signs,  prepare  interpretive 
programs,  activities  and  special  events.  Patrol  the 
lake  to 
check  and 
remove 
water 
hazards, 
sample  lake 
water 

quality,  and 
check 

power  boats 
for  safety 
equipment. 

In  addition 
they  assist 
in  stocking 
fish, 

monitoring 
and 

relocating  bears  and  other  problem  wildlife,  and 
train  for  potential  emergencies  like  missing 
persons,  motor  vehicle  accidents  and  forest  and 
structural  fires  to  name  a few! 
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Risina 


Waters! 


If  you  enjoy  fishing  and  canoeing  you  nnay  be  able  to 
venture  a little  further  along-Gregg  Lake  this  year! 

Engineers  have  done  a lot  of  work  along  the  entire 
Jarvis  lake  watershed.  That  is. ..Mother  natures’ 
engineers,  those  four  legged,  flat  tailed  rodents 
known  to  us  as  beaver  have  “engineered”  an 
impressive  series  of  dams  from  Jarvis  Lake  to 
Gregg  Lake  and 
beyond.  And  to 
some  degree,  these 
dams  control  the 
water  levels  and 
improve  fish 
habitat  throughout 
the  watershed  in 
Switzer  Park. 


The  weir  that  was  built  is  rejerred  to  as  a "gabion  weir”;  a 
rock-Jilled  wire  basket.  The  weir  is  1 1 baskets  long 
(44  metres  or  144 feet),Jilled  in  with  gravel  to  minimize 
the  ^ects  of  ice  scour  on  the  baskets,  and  partially  lined 
with  a water-proof  membrane  to  help  control  water  flow. 


So  why  did 
Environmental 
Protection 
intervene  and  build 
another  one  on  the 
outlet  of  Gregg 
Lake?  A dam 
(weir)  has  actually  been  in  place  there  for  over  50 
years,  built  by  an  outfitter  named  Curly  Phillips, 
who  built  small  dams  and  landing  areas  through 
this  region  and  elsewhere  to  facilitate  the  use  of 
boats  to  move  people  down  Jarvis  Creek.  The  North 
end  of  Gregg  Lake  is  almost  un-navigable  in  low 
water  conditions,  and  adding  a foot  of  water 
through  that  area  would  have  considerable  benefit 
to  an  outfitter.  The  dam  served  its  purpose  until 
above  average  rainfall  in  1995  resulted  in  high 
water  levels  that  washed  out  a section  of  the  dam. 
The  lake  levels  subsequently  started  to  drop  and  to 
date  have  remained  low. 

While  the  Department  of  Environmental  Protection 
does  not  usually  take  steps  to  fix  “natural 
problems”  like  low  water  levels,  it  can  intervene  to 
fix  problems  which  occur  with  existing  man-made 


structures,  and  it  is  for  this  reason 
the  existing  dam  that 
deteriorated  over  the  years  was 
replaced  this  past  March.  To 
minimize  environmental  impacts 
the  weir  was  built  at  a site 
that  distinctively  separated 
the  downstream  gravel- 
bottomed  creek 
preferred  by  trout  and 
grayling  to  the 
upstream  weedy  ^ 
channel  preferred 
for  pike  spawning.  In  addition  the  work  was 
completed  in  winter  to  minimize  impacts  on  fish 
populations  and  to  minimize 
equipment  damage  to  the  access  area. 


As  in  the  past,  lake  levels  will  rise  after 
a major  rain  storm  and  then  gradually 
recede  back  to  the  level  of  the 
structure.  The  major  impact  of 
rebuilding  the  dam  was  to  establish  a 
minimum  water  level  for  the  lake  and 
thereafter  greatly  reduce  the  potential 
for  really  low  water  conditions. 

Benefits  may  include:  improved  fish 
habitat,  better  access  to  boat  launch 
facilities  and  fewer  shallow  areas  to 
impede  boat  access  to  the  north  end  of 
Gregg  Lake. 


Our  friendly  maintenance  crew  will  be 
keeping  Switzer  Park  clean  and  tidy. 

Firewood  is  available  all  day  from  our  maintenance 
vehicles.  Look  for  “Firewood  For  Sale”  signs  or 
display  your  red  tag. 

Please  use  Recycling  barrels  located 
at  every  garbage  bin;  Cans  & 
bottles  onlv. 

fane  Sartorius 
865-4328 

HAPPY  CREEK 
ENTERPRISES 


Wildlife  Viewing 


William  A.  Switzer  Provincial  Park  is  working  to  provide  visitors  with 
improved  wildlife  viewing  opportunities  and  experiences  through 
Alberta ’s  Watchable  Wildlife  Program. 

Relax  on  the  viewing  platform  on  Kelley’s  bathtub  nature 
trail,  photograph  wildlife  from  our  viewing  station  at  Winter 
Creek  Meadow,  or  hike  the  interpretive  trails  at  Gregg  Lake 
and  Beaver  Ranch. 

Viewing  wildlife  is  a great  way  to  learn  about  the  natural 
world  we  live  in  and  depend  on.  Successful  wildlife  viewing 
requires  certain  skills  and  knowledge.  It  is  essential  to 
observe  the  animals  with  respect.  Most  animals  will  react  to 
a human  approach  with  alarm  and  these  encounters  may  be 
stressful  for  the  animal,  causing  it  to  expend  valuable  energy 
required  for  its  survival.  While  a single  disturbance  may  not 
be  overly  harmful,  repeated  or  prolonged  disturbances  can  be 
highly  detrimental.  Please  practice  good  “viewing  etiquette” 
by  not  disturbing,  feeding  or  approaching 
wildlife,  and  follow  these  few  tips: 


Read  Wildlife  Signs 

Recognize  the  signs  of  wildlife,  such 
as:  tracks,  scats,  nests,  cavities,  and  bits  of  fur  and  feathers. 
This  will  help  you  see  and  learn  more. 


Keep  a Safe  Distance 

Many  species,  including  deer  and  elk,  are  potentially 
dangerous  if  approached  too  closely.  Use  a telephoto  lens  or 
binoculars  to  get  a “closer  look”.  You  can  borrow  binoculars 
with  the  wildlife  adventure  packs  at  the  park. 

Choose  Your  Time  of  Day 

Many  wildlife  species  are  more  active  and  readily  seen  at 
certain  times  of  the  day.  Early  morning  and  late  afternoon  or 
evening  are  the  best  time  for  many  birds  and  mammals. 

Patience  and  Quiet 

Wildlife  are  sensitive  to  human  presence.  By  moving  slowly 
and  quietly,  even  stopping  for  several  minutes  at  a time  - 
wild  animals  will  be  more  accepting  of  your  presence. 

Please  Remember  to:  pass  on  rare  and  unusual 
observations  to  the  Park  office  or  nearby  Fish  and  Wildlife 
office. 


Have  a safe  and  enjoyable  watshable  wildlife 
experiente 


(403)  865-4741 
1-800-582-3305 

25km  northwest  of  Hinton  on  Highway  40  in 
William  A.  Switzer  Provincial  Park 


Experience  nature  witk  a guided  tour.  We  teack  you  tke  kasic  canoeing  strokes  tken  you 
paddle  your  way  down  Jarvis  Creek.  A delicious  karkecue  awaits  you  at  tke  end  of  tke  trip. 


Only  $25/  person  (plus  GST)  Family  discount  available  for  4 or  more. 

(Reservations  required,  3-4  hour  tour  leaves  daily  from  the  Main  Lodge  at  10  AM,  subject  to  minimum  numbers) 


ACCOMMODATION  - Cabin  and  Ckalet  rooms. 

EQUIPMENT  RENTALS  - Canoes,  Kayaks,  Mountain  Bikes, 

Camping  and  Fishing  Gear  (non-registered  guests  require  ViSA/MasterCard  Imprint  or  Cash  Deposit), 
LICENSED  DINING  - Lounge,  Dining  Room,  Barbecue  Patio. 

TOURS  — * Caving  * Rock  Climbing  * Hiking  * Biking  * River  Boating 

* Quadding  * Horseback  Tours 

DAILY  Sh  u ttle  service  to  Jasper  National  Park 
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You  are  in 

BEAR 


GRIZZLY  BEAR 


M 


• In  profile,  snout  rises  sharply  into  broad 
“dished”  face. 

• Pronounced  shoulder  hump. 

• Claws  of  front  feet  are  long,  and  obvious  in  tracks. 

• Fur  is  often  “grizzled”  in  appearance  (silver  tipped) 
however,  not  all  grizzlies  have  this  feature. 

• Adults  are  generally  larger  than  black  bears. 

• Grizzlies  weigh  from  100  to  500  kg.  (220  to  1100  lbs). 

• Color  varies  from  tawny  brown  to  black. 


BLACK  BEAR 


• Snout  and  face  form  a straight  line 
in  profile  no  dish  face. 

• Black  bears  lack  a shoulder  hump. 

• Front  claws  are  short  and  make 
little  or  no  imprint  in  tracks. 


• Adults  are  generally  smaller  than  grizzlies  - blacks  weigh 
from  45  to  200  kg  (100  to  440  lbs.) 

• Color  varies  from  black  to  blond. 


safety 


in  Provincial  campgrounds 


Bears  are  attracted  by  the  smell  of  food.  Do  not,  through  carelessness,  invite  bears  to  your  campsite. 

Please  observe  the  following  precautions  for  your  safety: 


Look  here  Carl  ...a  burrito! 


Always  store  food  out  of  reach  of  bears,  preferably  in 
airtight  containers  in  the  trunk  of  your  vehicle. 

Never  store  food  in  a tent  or  tent-trailer  where  you  are 
sleeping. 

Never  cook  or  eat  in  or  near  your  tent. 

Do  not  burn  or  bury  food  scraps. 

Do  not  litter.  Place  all  garbage  in  suitable  containers 
provided  in  campgrounds  or  take  it  with  you  if  no  containers 
are  available. 

^ Clean  fish  at  designated  cleaning  stations.  If  none  are 
available  dispose  of  fish  remains  in  proper  garbage 
containers. 

^ Use  a flashlight  at  night.  Do  not  move  about  the 
campsite  at  night  unless  absolutely  necessary. 


If  camping  with  a dog,  keep  it  on  a leash  or  in  your 
vehicle.  An  unleashed  or  noisy  dog  may  irritate  a bear. 


LD 

THE  CAMPGROUND 

LIA 

LJJ 

1 

1 Stay  calm,  do  not  run. 

1 — 

z 

2 Do  not  harass  or  chase  the  bear. 

LU 

3 If  the  bear  is  at  a distance,  calmly  place  all 

foodstuffs  in  your  vehicle. 

< 

LU 

4 Enter  you  vehicle  as  soon  as  possible. 

DQ 

5 Making  a loud  noise  (but  not  chasing  the  bear) 

< 

may  help  to  ward  off  the  animal. 

LU 

6 Notify  park  staff  as  soon  as  possible. 

what  happened  to  all 
the  birds...? 


Cecilia  Goncalves,  Wm.  A.  Switzer  Provincial  Park 


It’s  spring  and  you’ve  finished 
polishing  up  your  binoculars,  you 
bought  5 new  birding  field  guides  and 
you  memorized  over  200  bird  calls.  You’re  all 
excited  to  venture  into  the  depths  of  the  forest  to  observe  (' 
your  avian  friends.  But,  after  a mere  8 hours  of  waiting  and  | 
watching  you’ve  discovered  that  you  have  not  seen  as  many  |. 
birds  as  you  did  last  year.  You  check  your  calender  to  see  if  j 
you  came  out  too  early.  Nope!  It’s  the  same  time  as  last  | 
year!?  What  gives?!  What  happened  to  all  the  j 

birds..?  i 


“They’re  becoming  extinct!”  it  seems  that  we  don’t  have 
enough  scientific  data  on  this  subject  to  come  to  a 
conclusion.  No  one  knows  for  sure  whether  or  not  bird 
populations  are  in  fact  low.  What  we  do  know  is,  all  those 
dedicated  birders  who  spend  hours  upon  hours  of  their  own 
time  observing  birds  have  noticed  that  the  forests  are  a lot 
less  musical  than  in  previous  springs  and  summers. 

So  what  happened  to  all  the  birds...?  There  can  be 
many  factors  contributing  to  a decline  in  bird  numbers.  The 
weather  may  be  one.  If  you  happen  to  be  one  of  those  lucky 
individuals  living  in  the  foothill  region,  you  will  remember 
the  snow  storm  that  we  received  during  the  spring  of  1996. 
This  snow  storm  resulted  in  a large  die-off  of  spring 
migrants.  These  migrants,  who  were  not  dressed  for,  or 
should  I say,  accustomed  to  the 
extreme  weather,  either  froze  to  death 
or  starved.  On  top  of  the  die-off,  the 
cold  weather  may  have  shifted  the 
breeding  ranges  of  some  birds. 

Imagine  coming  home  from  the 
tropics  to  find  your  forest  covered  in 
two  feet  of  snow!  Instead  of  coming 
back  to...  say  Switzer  Park  as  they 
normally  do,  some  birds  may  have 
short-stopped  and  stayed  in  warmer 
areas  like  Calgary.  If  May  wasn’t  bad 
enough,  the  month  of  June  was  hit 
with  down  pours  that  flooded  aquatic 
birds  like;  loons,  grebes  and 
shorebirds  out  of  their  nesting  sites, 
leaving  these  birds  family-less. 


How  Coyote  was  the  Moon 

Along  time  ago  there  was  no  moon.  The  people  got  tired  of  going 
around  at  night  in  the  dark.  There  had  been  a moon  before,  but 
someone  stole  it.  So  they  gathered  together  and  talked  about  it  "We 
need  to  have  a moon"  they  said.  "Who  will  be  the  moon?"  "I  will  do 
it,"  said  Yellow  Fox.  They  placed  him  in  the  sky.  But  he  shone  so.m 
brightly  that  he  made  things  hot  at  night.  Thus  they  had  to  take  him 
down.  Then  the  people  went  to  Coyote.  "Would  you  like  to  be  the 
moon?  Do  you  think  you  could  do  a better  job?" 

"I  sure  would,"  Coyote  said.  Then  he  smiled.  He  knew  that  if  he 
became  the  moon  he  could  look  down  and  see  everything  that  was 
happening  on  Earth.  They  placed  Coyote  up  in  the  sky.  He  did  not 
make  the  nights  too  hot  and  bright.  For  a time  the  people  were  pleased. 
"Coyote  is  doing  a good  job  as  the  moon,"  they  agreed.  But  Coyote,  up 
there  in  the  sky,  could  see  everything  that  was  happening  on  Earth.  He 
could  see  whenever  someone  did  something  they  were  not  supposed  to 
do  and  he  just  couldn't  keep  quiet. 

"Hey,"  he  would  shout,  so  loudly  everyone  on  Earth  could  hear  him, 
"that  man  is  stealing  meat  from  the  drying  racks."  He  would  look  down 
over  people's  shoulders  as  they  played  games  in  the  * 
moonlight."Hey,"he  would  shout,"that  person  there  is  cheating  at  the 
/moccasin  game."  Einally,  all  the  people  who  wished  to  do  things  inj^ 
secret  got  together.  "Take  Coyote  out  of  the  sky, "they  said.  "He  is 
making  too  much  noise  with  all  of  his  shouting." 

So  Coyote  was  taken  out  of  the  sky.  Someone  else  became  the  moon. 
Coyote  could  no  longer  see  what  everyone  on  Earth  was  doing,  but  that 
hasn't  stopped  him  from  still  trying  to  snoop  into  everyone  else's 
business  ever  since. 


Whatever  the  case  may  be,  I hope 
that  this  summer  will  bring  more 
birds  to  view  in  our  binoculars  and 
sing  in  our  ears! 


Feeding  the  wildlife  within 
the  park  is  prohibited...  and 
for  good  reasons... 

♦ Animals  become  dependent  upon  your 
handouts  and  when  you  are  gone  they  may 
lose  their  natural  ability  to  find  food  on  their 
own. 

♦ Certain  animals  dependent  on  handouts  may 
become  dangerous  once  food  is  no  longer 
given  to  them. 


e do  not 
the  wildlife 


Human  food  is  generally  not  healthy  for 
wildlife.  Certain  humon  foods  can  upset 
their  digestive  systems  and  even  kill  them. 


Feeding  bread  to  squirrels  can  be  dangerous 
to  the  animal.  They  store  the  bread  with 
their  other  food  and  when  the  bread  goes 
moldy  it  spoils  the  whole  food  cache. 
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DID  YOU  KNOW?... 


Boats  used  on  any  water  must 
comply  with  federal  small  vessel 
jegulations.  For  the  protection  of 
swimmers  and  boaters,  please  obey 
signs  at  boat  launches  or  on  lakes. 


A Camping  permit  is  required  for 

overnight  camping  in  all  provincial 
campgrounds  and  provincial  recreation 
areas.  Permits  may  be  purchased  at  any  self- 
registration booth  located  in  your  campground 
or  through  the  registration  station  if  you  are  staying  at  Gregg 
Lake. 


-c2?  — 


Disturbing,  cutting, 
defacing  or  removing  any 


plant,  fossil,  historical  feature,  including  flowers  and 
deadwood  in  the  park  is  prohibited. 


Pets  must  be  kept  on  a leash  at  all  times  and 
are  prohibited  on  public  beaches,  in 
swimming  areas,  and  in  public 
buildings. 


For  more  information  on  the  regulations  in  ef/ect  in  Provincial  Parks  please  refer  to  the  Regulations  brochure 
available  at  the  park  office  or  ask  one  of  the  park  staff. 


Skating,  snowshoeing,  x-country  skiing,  ice  fishing  and 
winter  camping  are  activities  that  draw  many  of  us  outdoors 
from  inside  our  home  during  the  winter  months.  An  outdoor 
winter  wonderland  exists  in  many  of  our  own  backyards 
adding  a new  dimension  to  recreation. 

Kelleys’  Bathtub  is  the  hub  for  winter  activity.  The  park  office 
provides  free  snowshoe  rentals,when  the  ice  is  safe,  the 
sheltered  bay  on  Jarvis  Lake  is  cleared  for  skating.  In 
addition,  access  to  over  15  kilometers  of  cross-country  ski 
trails  is  provided  from  the  parking  lot. 

This  past  Family  Day  weekend  on  February  15,  Hinton 
hosted  an  annual  Winter  Magic  Festival.  One  of  the 

highlights  is  the  ice 
fishing  derby  held 
in  Switzer  Park  by 
the  local  Fish  and 
Game  Association. 
Its  your  choice:  fish 
in  any  or  all  of  the 
five  lakes  for 
whitefish  and  /or 
pike,  chances  are 
good  you’ll  be  in  the 
running  for  one  of 
the  many  trophies. 
At  the  very  least  for 
a free  lunch  of 
hotdogs  and  hot 
chocolate. 


'tMvtntan  Is  th*  s^rit 


BISHORN  ADVENTORE  TOURS 


connects  visitors  with 
Rocky  Mountain  hoiidays 

OUfi  LIST  OF  FUN  AND  EXCITING  ADVENTURES  INCLUDE; 

• Guided  horse  trips  • Hiking  • Hoteis 

• Backcountry  Lodges  • Fishing 
•Canoe  Trips  • Whitewater  Ratting 

• Camping  • Sightseeing 
• Golfing  • X-Country  Skiing 

• Mountain  Guides  • Photography 

• Wilderness  living  skill ...  and  More! 

Cali  us  today! 

1-BSS-BZ7-3790 

Fax:  1-403-827-2406  E-Mail:  gctoups@ycs.ab.ca 
Web  Site:  http://www.tPipie1.coni/ca/ab/Bigilopit.btin 

Grande  Cache,  Alberta  Canada 

Escape  into  Wilderness 
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National  Library  of  Canada 
Bibliothdque  nationale  do  Canada 


need  some  help? 

: Ask 


3 3286  51424  7226 
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Campground 
Host... 


Campground  Hosts  are  located  in  Gregg 
Lake  Campground  near  the  shower  build- 
ing. They  are  available  from  the  end  of 
]une  through  to  September. 


VOLUNTEER 


These  people  volunteer  their  time  in  the  park  for  at  least  two  weeks 
during  the  summer.  Our  Hosts  make  themselves  available  to  you 
five  days  a week,  not  only  from  their  campsite,  but  also  by  roving 
through  the  park.  They’re  ready  and  willing  to  provide  assistance, 
information  or  just  friendly  conversation. 

These  volunteers  are  provided  with  shirts  and  hats  to  wear,  and 
logos  for  their  vehicles  which  identify  them  as  Campground  Hosts. 
They  have  a supply  of  pamphlets  on  site,  so  stop  by  and  say  Hi! 
And  don’t  be  afraid  to  stop  them  on  their  daily  tour  through  the 
campground. 


Veteran  Campground  hosts 
Ray  and  Loma  Stonehouse 
host for  their fifth  season 
in  Switzer  Park.  They 
enjoyed  serving  up  pan- 
cakes and  sausages  to  the 
public  during  Parks  Day 
1996. 

If  you’re  here  during  the 
month  oj  August  you  may 
meet  Jim  and  Anna-Marie 
Main.  They  are  dedicating 
their fourth  season  to 
Switzer  Park  as 
Campground  Hosts. 
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